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First in a series: UTB and TSC pact revisited

All eyes on partnership agreement
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

The Texas Southmost College District board of trustees and a
community advisory committee agree on at least one thing--the UTB/
TSC partnership agreement no longer reﬂects the institution.
The board and the committee gathered Wednesday in the Education
and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia in the ﬁrst of three meetings that
will be conducted before university ofﬁcials present a revised agreement
to the Texas Legislature in March.
The committee is composed of about 35 university staff, students and
community members. The committee will hold its second meeting at
5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the same room.
The decision to change the partnership agreement was spurred, in
part, from a 2008 conﬂict in which the TSC District tried to collect
$10.8 million in lease payments from the UT System, Provost Alan
Artibise said during an interview Feb. 1.
Asked how much UT System owed and how much in payments TSC
had received, Artibise replied in an e-mail: “The information you are

ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN

TSC Trustee Roberto Robles remarks on the agreement during Wednesday’s Community Advisory Committee meeting held in the
Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia.

• See ‘Partnership,’ Page 9

University aims for cost containment
By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor
In an attempt to stay ahead of the ﬁnancial
crunch curve, university ofﬁcials have
identiﬁed ways to save UTB/TSC thousands
of dollars through a cost containment initiative
that began in November.
Provost Alan Artibise said the initiative
came about in anticipation of a budget cut.
On Jan. 13, the Texas Legislature called for
a 5 percent budget cut over ﬁscal years 2010
and 2011 from all state entities in an attempt

to cushion an expected billion-dollar budget
deﬁcit.
Artibise suspects there will be more cuts
from the state and said the initiative will give
the university an opportunity to manage the
cut internally rather than be told how to cut
from its operations from an outside agency.
“It’s always good, every once in a while,
to sit back and look back at your operation,
particularly when a new person comes in, but
equally important I was driven by the fact that
… we are going to have budget cuts,” Artibise
told The Collegian in an interview Feb. 1.

Rosemary Martinez, vice president for
Business Affairs, said UTB/TSC will have
to cut its budget by $3.4 million over the
biennium.
“Obviously, we are going to have less
revenues to deal with the campus’ needs, so
we’ve got to reduce expenses some place and
so some of the initiatives have already been
implemented,” Martinez told The Collegian in
an interview on Wednesday.
Thirteen committees comprised of about
100 campus community members are
researching and reviewing every facet of UTB/

Students, meet your new senators

TSC’s operations, from university processes,
facilities and auxiliary properties to faculty
workload, salaries and educational services,
among others.
Martinez said committee members have
already identiﬁed two simple activities that
could save the campus in utility costs.
UTB/TSC could easily save up to $75,000
by turning off the lights in ofﬁces and turning
off printers at night, Martinez said.
“We all remember our parents telling us to
turn off the lights as kids, so now we are doing
the same thing at work,” she said.
The university also plans to save energy
and money by setting the 5,000 computers on
campus to sleep mode, which Martinez says
could save the university up to $225,000 a
year.
“Obviously, we are looking at utility closely
because it’s a high-budget item, it’s a big-ticket
item,” she said. “We spend over $2 million a
year on our utility bill, so anything that we can
• See ‘Cost,’ Page 14
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Are you in favor of the
SAP policy?
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Graduate Senator Joe Lee Rubio (from left), Senator at Large Jorge Muñoz, College of Liberal Arts Senator Priscilla Rocha, College of Liberal Arts Senator Mariana
Hernandez, School of Business Senator Jose A. Guerra, College of Liberal Arts Senator Alexandria Lara and Graduate Senator Donavan Knight are sworn in during
Thursday’s Student Government Association meeting. See story, Page 3.
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SGA gains 7; petition continues
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
The Student Government Association swore
in seven senators at its meeting Thursday, but
former Freshman Senator Joshuah Law is still
moving forward with a petition that could
remove them.
SGA President Ruby de la Fuente attended
the meeting and swore in the seven students:
School of Business Senator Jose A. Guerra,
Senator at Large Jorge Muñoz, College of
Liberal Arts Senator Mariana Hernandez,
College of Science, Mathematics and
Technology Senator Priscilla Rocha, College
of Liberal Arts Senator Alexandria Lara
and Graduate Senators Joe Lee Rubio and
Donavan Knight.
Audrey Villarreal was also appointed a
College of Liberal Arts senator but did not
attend the meeting.
De la Fuente said she interviewed the
students and they were sworn in as a group
for transparency purposes. After the meeting,
she explained that the SGA did not conduct
special elections because of the small amount
of time the SGA had to undertake projects for
the Spring 2010 semester.
“Really, my concern was to get ourselves
to work,” she said. “We just have about a
month and a half, maybe two months, to get
our work together, and it just seemed like the
appropriate thing to do.”
However, Law told The Collegian he did
not agree with the senate’s actions, so he is
still pushing through with the petition, which
would remove all members who were not
elected.
“Now it just [multiplied the] magnitude,”
Law said. “The problem is that none of those
students, still, were not voted in by the student
body.”
Currently, six students are walking
throughout campus getting signatures, and
more than 350 signatures have been recorded,
Law said.
De la Fuente did not express any problems
with Law’s persistence with the petition.
“At this point, it’s what the student body
wants,” she said. “I feel that, through the

Michael Peña/Collegian

President Ruby de la Fuente (second from left) and seven new senators fill once-empty seats.

student body and their votes for me, I have
the ability to appoint people to vacant seats,
so that’s the approval from the student body.
But if the student body that exists right now
decides … ‘You know what that’s not good
enough for us. We want a complete new
senate from our own votes,’ then that’s what
they should get. … If Josh gets those 1,300
or 1,400 signatures, then the administration
should definitely listen.”
It appears that de la Fuente and her archrival,
Vice President of Administration David Polin,
are now on good terms, because during the
meeting they sat side by side and informed
the senate on Project 100% and the Scorpion
Academy.
Graduate student Rosalinda Rangel said
11 presenters have been confirmed for the
academy, including the Criminal Justice
Institute and the Drug Enforcement Agency.
The event is scheduled to begin March 24
and will end April 2. Event publicity and
application solicitations will be started soon.
Polin also announced an update to
Resolution 21, which proposed the allocation

of $15,000 for scholarships.
“I met with Vice President [Hilda] Silva on
Monday,” he said. “The general scholarship
was discussed at length, and it was basically
not supported by the account managers. On
that basis, there was some good rationality
behind it. You know, as far as instituting a
scholarship, there is a process and what not.
… Those funds, hopefully now with a larger
senate, will be put to use as the students of this
campus would like.”
Ideas were then discussed among the vice
presidents and newly sworn-in senators.
Rubio congratulated the senate on the
SGA’s Project 100%, an effort to increase
voter turnout, and reminded that there was
more than one election in the months ahead.
“It’s a good thing to do, but a lot of people
are unaware that we have more than one
election after the primaries,” he said. “We
do have elections for TSC trustees, and it’s
never too late to register to vote. If you’re not
registered to vote, please register to vote and
make sure you get as much information on the
candidates that are running for office so you

can make the best decision for not only your
fellow students but for the people of Cameron
County, the city of Brownsville.”
Muñoz then brought up the nomination of
a senator pro tem. Polin advised what could
be done.
“That is actually up to the senate,” Polin
said. “We can put it on next week’s agenda
so that maybe you all can deliberate amongst
yourselves and come up with a nominee and
at the same time allow maybe some newer
members that haven’t participated in student
government before to review the constitution
and see the duties and responsibilities. … But
again, Robert’s Rules allow you to amend the
agenda.”
Muñoz agreed to wait.
Polin advised the new senators to review
the constitution and suggested forming
a committee to draft a new constitution,
continuing the work the SGA administration
of Spring 2009 had started.
“Be familiar with the constitution and
what the process is, and we’ll hit the ground
running,” he said. “There’s a lot to do.”

university officials said.
Vince Solis, associate vice president for
Student Affairs, said the tickets are being
provided on a “first come, first serve” basis
and that they are going quickly.
While Olmos is recognized for his
performance in “Stand and Deliver,” others
know him for his role in “Selena,” in which
he portrayed the Tejano superstar’s father.
More recently, he played Adm. William

Adama in the TV series “Battlestar
Galactica.”
University officials anticipate Olmos
will talk to students about the importance
of education and community involvement,
as well as the “Kings of Brownsville”
documentary.
Olmos is expected to arrive with Danny
Haro, director of “Kings of Brownsville,”
a documentary about the success of the

Brownsville Independent School District
chess program that began at Russell
Elementary School.
Haro will make a presentation to the
BISD board of trustees during its meeting
at 5 p.m. Tuesday. He is seeking funding
from the board that is needed to complete
his documentary. The director said he later
hopes to make the story into a feature film.

Actor Edward James Olmos to speak here
By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor

Edward James Olmos, the star of “Stand
and Deliver” and a UNICEF ambassador,
will address students at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon.
Admission is free, but students must
pick up tickets to the event at the Student
Life Office, located in Student Union 2.10,

Flexible Retirement Income
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

(956) 542 - 1775

Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
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Should there
be student
parking
by Gorgas
Drive?
“Yes, I think
there should,
because
there’s a lot
of students
who have
8 o’clock
morning
classes and
they’re rushing,
a n d
not having that
much parking space would make
them late for class.”
Vince Cavazos
Sophomore
management
major
“Yes,
there
should
be
student
parking. It
s h o u l d n ’t
just
be
f a c u l t y,
since we are
the students
that are paying
the tuition for
this
university. So, in reality, there
should be parking for students.”
Frank Orozco,
Senior communication major
“I think there
should
be,
because it’s
not
like
we can fly,
or it’s not
like
we
have flying
cars that we
can just park
[wherever]. So, I
think [parking] shouldn’t only be
for the faculty, it should also be
for students because they need to
be considered.”
Leslie Barrientos
Sophomore
communication
major
“Yes,
there
should
be,
because
it
would
be
more
convenient
for
the
students and
it would help
us [by not]
parking out there
in the boondocks.”
Elizabeth Lewis
Sophomore nursing major
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
--Photos by Elizabeth A. Perez

Letters to the editor
Thoughts on SGA Senate
We are an institution of
higher learning with a [Student
Government Association] that
acts like it’s still in high school. It
has been documented that [SGA
Vice President of Administration
David] Polin’s feelings have
been hurt and as retaliation has
eliminated the Adviser’s Corner.
With all due respect Mr. Polin,
if your feelings are hurt by
comments made, it’s a different
point of view, not an attack on
you. If it still stings, then ask
yourself if it’s in the best interest
of the student body--who, I may
remind you, you work for--to

be represented by a person who
plays with a rubber band while
making such serious decisions.
Now I agree, the comments
made last week were strong, but
you should not have eliminated
the Adviser’s Corner because it
does say in the constitution we
are to have one. It does state you
are to work with the president
of the SGA, which it seems
you don’t. The [SGA] Senate is
socialistic. Maybe you should
give [President] Obama advice
to remove all the positions and
slots in meetings of all personnel
who are against his policies. We
will have no Republicans holding

office or offering advice.
Ruben Martinez
Junior history major
Just say no to tollway
OK, the Democratic candidates
for Cameron County offices have
said they do not support the
West Loop Parkway, Tollway,
Porkway--and now they need to
say “No!” to any road. “No!”
The soon-to-be abandoned
eight miles of railroad tracks
should be converted to a bike,
hike and nature trail, a wonderful
slice of serenity that would not
divide neighborhoods or add to
noise and pollution.

Be creative planners, and if
wed to motor vehicles:
--Promote the use of the soonto-open Flor de Mayo Bridge.
--Adjust traffic lights for
smoother vehicular movement.
--Imagine
better-utilized
Central Boulevard, Elizabeth
Street, Military Highway and
Boca Chica.
And planners, consider the
need for open space, exercise,
wildlife and contemplation. The
road idea promotes none of those
quality of life concerns.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville

Letters to the editor policy
Letters must include the name, major, classification and phone number
of the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The
Collegian are those of writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of

The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor reserves the right
to edit the letters. Letters for The Collegian can be sent to collegian@
utb.edu.
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Texas gubernatorial race candidates

Editor’s Note: Collegian Staff Writers Christine Cavazos and Cynthia Hernandez recently interviewed candidates running for governor. The profiles of more gubernatorial candidates
will appear in next week’s issue.

Name: William C. Dear
Age: 72
Hometown: Mount Calm
Education: Attended the
University of Miami and the
University of North Texas
Family: Divorced; two sons;
two grandchildren
Occupation:
Private
investigator
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Experience: Solving murders
and kidnappings all over the
world for more than 45 years;
businessman; author of five
books, and has two more coming
out this year; teaches criminal
justice in colleges and high
schools
What
are
your
accomplishments and how do
you think they will prepare
you for the governorship?
“Particularly, as an investigator
I’m able to look--it’s called who,
what, when, where and why and
so because of the experience that I
have over the many years, I know
not to take everything for granted,
so I know to look at it very
thoroughly, examine it because it
may not be what it appears to be,
which gives me great advantage
over many of these [candidates].
I’m not a lawyer and I’m not a
politician and I’m not a yes man.
That means that the decisions
that I make and my qualifications
are, is that I want to represent the
majority of the people. I’ve got a
series of platforms [that include]
taking prisoners out of jails and
making them work during the
day. You and I work, so why
shouldn’t they work a little bit
to help out? My program is for

Name: Jeffery “Jeff” Daiell
Age: 57
Hometown: Houston
Education: Bachelor’s degree
in government from Centenary
College
Family:
Married;
three
children; three grandchildren
Occupation: Supervisor with
a Fortune 500 company
Party Affiliation: Libertarian
Experience: Ran for governor
twice, in 1990 and 2002; worked
with a group in Houston working
for transit reform; involved in a
couple of civic groups; was on
the board of directors with the
Greater Houston Tax Coalition
What
are
your
accomplishments and how do
you think they will prepare you
for the governorship? “In terms
of accomplishment, I do have
a degree in government, I’m a
taxpayer, I’m a parent and I have
been involved, as I said, in a lot
of civic matters and I think that
all of those knowing what the
impact of the government is on
our daily lives is a pretty good
preparation.”
What challenges face Texas
and how will you address them?
“For one thing ... every day we
face a problem with crime and I
want to do two things in terms
of crime. One, I want to refocus
law enforcement entirely against
crimes of violence, theft and
fraud, rather than lifestyle crimes.
Two, I think that we need to make
sure that our crime fighting is
decentralized because people in
our counties and cities and towns
know better how to fight crime

Name: Marion “M.J.” Smith
Age: 77
Hometown: Petersburg
Education:
Attended
Draughons Junior College
Family:
Married;
three
children; five grandchildren; one
great-grandchild
Occupation: Owner of a water
utility
Party Affiliation: Libertarian
Experience: Businessman, 20
years
What
are
your
accomplishments and how do
you think they will prepare
you for the governorship? “I
would really like to eliminate
a whole lot of bureaucracy.
And, not expecting to win, the
experience really doesn’t make
much difference. Libertarians are
not expected to win.”
What challenges face Texas
and how will you address
them? “[Texas’ challenges are]
our roads and our school and our
taxes and our attitudes.”
What are the challenges
facing Texas’ public universities
and colleges? “For one thing,
they need to teach people how
to count money and they need
to teach them how to do some
accounting. We’ve got kids with
a college degree working at
McDonald’s that can’t give you
your change back. Is that drastic
enough?”
Are you in favor of continuing
the cap on university tuition
(House Concurrent Resolution
288)? “I don’t know. I’m not
understanding
what
you’re
talking about.”

Name: Edward Tidwell
Age: 46
Hometown: Lago Vista
Education: Attended Texas
A&M University
Family: Married, seven children
Occupation: Fire specialist at
Austin Fire Department
Party Affiliation: Libertarian
Experience: “I don’t really have
experience; I am new to the political
race. I’ve just been a citizen who
for the last 10 years or so has
become increasingly disenchanted
with the way our political system
works and over the last couple of
years, I began researching topics
of interest, things that I can do as
an individual, how I can change
things. I did go down to the state
capitol this past legislative session
and worked as an intern for one of
our state reps just so I can see how
things worked. I’ve been in local
community organizations, I’ve
been treasurer and president of [the
Lago Vista] Pop Warner Football
Association and things like that,
but I have not run or held political
office.”
What accomplishments do
you think will prepare you for
the governorship? “I haven’t held
a political office, but I don’t think
that that’s necessarily going to hurt
me; I don’t think it hurts my ability
to do the job. It may hurt me as far
as voters looking at me, but as far
as my ability to do the job, no, I
don’t think it will hurt me. I think
because of citizen involvement,
if we run the government like it
should be, where the power is in
the hands of the people and not the
party or the few people who are in

Name: Steve Nichols
Age: 45
Hometown: Frisco
Education: Attended Richland
Junior College
Family: Married; two children
Occupation:
Real
estate
appraiser
Party Affiliation: Libertarian
Experience: Frisco City Council,
four years
What
accomplishments
do you think will prepare
you for the governorship?
“My accomplishment as city
councilman: I lowered the tax rates
for the city the term I served. I
implemented term limits; I actually
wrote our first ethics code for the
city. As far as business experience,
I think that brings a lot to the
table, having practical business
experience and not being a career
politician, where I can come in
with the real-world experience
along with political experience to
know how to put the two together
to have a better product.”
What challenges face Texas
and how will you address them?
“We have to reduce the tax burden
on individuals and business.
We’ve seen a large growth in
our state’s spending over the last
couple of budgets; we have to get
that, not just freeze the spending,
we actually have to reduce the
spending. … Education is a big
issue; we are only seeing about
70 percent of our kids statewide
graduating. That’s a real problem-that’s the future of the state. … So,
it’s a real concern that there are a
third of your kids not graduating.
… We have to really go back and

• See ‘Dear,’ Page 6

• See ‘Daiell,’ Page 6

• See ‘Smith,’ Page 6

• See ‘Tidwell,’ Page 12
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Dear

Continued from Page 5

the military coming back to make sure to
guarantee their jobs, make sure that the
senior citizens are well taken care of. I
advocate that we take our schools and take
these bullies and the kids who do not want
to learn that are so disruptive in class and
separate them out into a school situation
so they can learn a trade, while the other
individuals can continue with their
education, go on to higher education. … I
speak all across the country. All across the
United States, London, England, Canada-places like that and I find that the education
is lacking because of the factor that the
school is being run by the students.”
What challenges face Texas and how
will you address them? “No. 1 is the taxes
that we’re having right now and I advocate
no state income tax. I advocate the fact that
there’s a difference between necessities
and luxuries. To me, drinking alcohol is a
luxury, smoking and all that is a luxury, so
I advocated tax on that even more so than
what it is. I feel that if I’m going to have
a drink, I should be more than willing to
pay that extra. Cigarettes and tobacco and
all those products are causing such a health

Daiell

Continued from Page 5

locally than the state government would.
Secondly, on education, if you go to my
Web site [www.jeffdaiell.com], you’ll see
the Texas affordable school choice plan
listed. I have proposed a plan that would
allow parents to start moving their children
away from the government schools into
alternative schools, private schools,
parochial schools, even for-profit schools
in order to, first of all, give them more
opportunity than they’re going to have in
the public school, and, second of all, that
will accomplish that without increasing the
tax burden for those parents who do not
take advantage of that plan. In terms of the
taxes, I favor putting some real teeth into
the Texas Sunset Act so that we can start
eliminating state bureaucracy that will let us
regain state spending and, therefore, let us
reduce the taxes. It’s also going to make our

Smith

Continued from Page 5

Would you support the establishment
of a law school in the Rio Grande Valley?
“I think they should [have one]. Sure, at
least one of them. I would think that they
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problem around the world. … I think
that if those people have the desire to do
that and we can’t control it, then by gosh
we’ll do a better job by putting taxes on
it, so the necessities of life and food and
all those items are not taxed anymore than
what they are taxed today. The same thing
with gasoline--I have no problem with an
extra tax on the gasoline and maybe that’ll
help our road situation. We have serious
problems with the roads, but more than that,
we have a lot of serious problems coming
up on our bridges. Some of them are so
outdated that we’re going to have some
serious, serious complications coming
forward during the next two years. I’m
against taking people’s land without really
due cause. I’m for capital punishment, but I
believe that I am for capital punishment as
long as there’re strict guidelines with DNA
testing and things like that. It’s much easier
to vindicate that individual than it was five,
10, 20 years ago.”
What are the challenges facing Texas’
public universities and colleges? “Not
only is it the disruptive individuals that
are in the classroom, it’s the fact that
we’re running out of money. What I just
advocated as far as increasing taxes only
on those things that are luxuries, that
money could then be diverted to our

schools to make sure that everyone has an
education, has that opportunity. Too many
people go to class, too many people attend
these colleges who have no desire to be
there other than not have to work. To me, it
needs to be separated out—those that need
to, those that want to, those that desire to,
and with that, we’ll find the money, even if
we have to go to casino gambling. I’m not
a gambler, but I also know that when you
look at Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana-all those states they have gambling and we
all seem to cater to them. We leave here
and we go to Las Vegas in the amount of
millions and millions of dollars that could
further our education and help the economy
here. We might as well benefit by it.”
Are you in favor of continuing the cap
on university tuition (House Concurrent
Resolution 288)? “I understand some of
these colleges are going up in price. It’s a
stand-down issue. They need to show why
they’re going up. I understand a lot of the
teachers are underpaid, but I also know
that some of these universities--someone
needs to be looking at them and controlling
the amount of money that all of a sudden
they’re increasing by 40 percent, by 50
percent, by 30 percent. It’s got to stop
because if we don’t, then the young person
is not going to be able to go to school.”

Would you support the establishment
of a law school in the Rio Grande Valley?
“I have no reason why not. That’s as good
a place as any. I have no problem with that
all.”
Would you support the inclusion of
UT-Pan American and UT-Brownsville
as recipients of the Permanent University
Fund? “I don’t know. I really have to be
very honest. I have not studied that, so I
cannot answer you properly.”
What are your goals if elected? “To
do what I just said. No. 1, to make sure
the military people are taken care of and
given good health coverage; senior citizens
are well protected and that their Social
Security is protected; taking prisoners out
of the jail and making them work an eightto-10-hour day. [It’s] not [seen] as cruel
punishment, but also know they have to
pay back because of you and I having to
work every day and it would help our state.
It would certainly help the roads. It would
certainly help a lot of people and make sure
that the children are all guaranteed at least
one free, hot meal per day, without having
to pay for it because there’s children who
cannot afford it and as a result they’re
embarrassed. If we can afford to pay for a
war, the least we can do is take care of our
children.”

economy more competitive because a lot of
business regulation favors big business [as]
opposed to smaller businesses. If we have a
more level playing field, there’s going to be
more competition for customers and that’s
going to bring prices down. There’s going
to be more competition for labor and that’s
going to bring wages up, so we’re going to
have a healthier economy that way.”
What are the challenges facing Texas’
public universities and colleges? “We
have the recession caused by the policies
of Mr. [George W.] Bush and Mr. [Barack]
Obama. There’s going to be a possibility
of a major financial crisis. We’re seeing
now that some of the universities in Texas
are having to lay off staff, where they’re
thinking about cutting back programs. The
answer to that’s to make it more affordable
for the … college-age students in Texas to
go to schools that are not public schools,
to go to private schools, to go to churchrelated schools and so on. The way to do
that, first of all, is to improve the financial

situation of the families in Texas. Second
of all, we need to lower the cost that
those colleges face. We need to reduce or
eliminate property taxes.”
Are you in favor of continuing the cap
on university tuition (House Concurrent
Resolution 288)? “No, I believe that it’s
wrong to burden the taxpayers more than
they are now. In order to keep that cap in
place, I realize that education is getting to
the point where it’s unaffordable for some
people and we have to take steps to correct
that. The steps we take should be ones that
don’t increase the tax burden. There are
a lot of families out there who have no
college-age children, or whose children
don’t want to go to college and it’s not
fair to increase their tax burden in order to
eliminate that cap.”
Would you support the establishment
of a law school in the Rio Grande Valley?
“I would not be in favor of any more public
colleges or universities or law schools. I do
believe that we need to make it easier for

alternatives to operate.”
Would you support the inclusion of
UT-Pan American and UT-Brownsville
as recipients of the Permanent University
Fund? “I have not been asked that question
before. I’ve been working on this campaign
for two years. You’re the first person that’s
asked me that. At this point, I would have
to say that I’m not sure. I have not had a
chance to look at it, and I’ll be honest with
you about that.”
What are your goals if elected? “One
of my goals is to make Texas safer, like I
said, by refocusing our law enforcement
against crimes of violence, theft and fraud.
I want to eliminate laws against so-called
lifestyle crimes. Secondly, I want to make
education more affordable for people
in Texas. Third, I want to reduce the tax
burden and to make the economy more
competitive. I think right now a lot of our
state regulation of the economy is biased
and in favor of large companies, and I want
to have them set a level playing field.”

need lawyers down there just as much as
they do anywhere else in Texas. Probably,
they need more so there than they do in
Austin.”
Would you support the inclusion of
UT-Pan American and UT-Brownsville
as recipients of the Permanent University
Fund? “They are a part of the Permanent

University Fund, aren’t they? I thought the
whole system was. Well, UT[-Austin] is
really getting most of the money anyhow.
UT and A&M is all that we hear about in
the media. I would like that the UT program
overall would be included in that. All their
campuses [should be].”
What are your goals if elected? “I

would eliminate a lot of bureaucracy that’s
in Austin, eliminate some of the lobbyists.
And, we’ve got problems with water
regulations. We need some more Tier 1type colleges. We need to straighten out
our board of education--a lot of little things
like that.”
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Student pursues Hollywood contract
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
Lines were long and filled with “weird people” when
junior psychology major Maxine Davis stood in it as she
waited her turn to audition for “American Idol” in 2007.
Davis said some were talented, but others seemed to
behave outlandishly in hopes of getting attention and
possible camera time. In order to get to audition in front of
the hosts of the show, such as the brash and controversial
Simon Cowell, participants must audition in front of two
groups of producers first.
Davis said her experience was not a good one because
one of the producers rudely kept rolling her eyes while she
sang.
This, however, did not deter Davis, who continued to
press on with her quest to become a professional singer.
That same year she received first place in the Valleywood
RGV Model and Talent competition and was a finalist for
the Valley Eyedol and South Texas Idol competitions.
Davis received first place in Valley Eyedol 2008, third
place in Valley’s Got Talent 2009 and auditioned for
“America’s Got Talent” in 2009.
“Lately I’ve been trying out for all the competitions
here in the [Rio Grande] Valley and that’s where I’ve been
performing mostly,” said the 19-year-old Davis. “When I
made it … [‘America’s Got Talent’] gave me like a free
pass to go to Dallas and perform there in front of judges.”
Her mother, Deloria Nanze-Davis, said she is probably
her biggest fan and accompanies her to all of her singing
events, ranging from talent show competitions to church
and NAACP performances. Nanze-Davis is UTB/TSC’s
assistant to the dean of the College of Applied Technology
and General Studies.
This year, Davis performed in Los Angeles at the
International Modeling and Talent Association, or IMTA,
and placed as second runner-up. IMTA holds competitions
in New York and Los Angeles for singing, acting, modeling

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Maxine Davis

and dancing.
“People from all over the world come and compete and
they model, they sing, they dance, they act and there’s a
bunch of agents, scouts, managers from New York and Los
Angeles that come and pick whoever they like,” she said.
According to the IMTA Web site, several well-known
people in the entertainment industry, such as Elijah Wood

and Katie Holmes, have launched their careers through the
association.
During her performance, Davis caught the attention of
several talent agents from such companies as Capitol and
Sony Records. Both Davis and her mother will return to
Los Angeles on Friday to discuss a contract.
“Since I believe that her singing ability is a gift from
God, I have encouraged her to sing gospel music,” NanzeDavis said. “‘His Eye Is on the Sparrow’ is the song that
she sang at the [IMTA] competition in Los Angeles.”
Davis said she likes to sing soul, jazz and gospel music
and is so passionate about her singing that it comes across
in her performances.
“I started singing at age 3 in my church choir,” she said.
“That’s where I first started.”
Davis attends Corinth Missionary Baptist Church in
Harlingen where she sang her first solo when she was 3
years old.
“I knew when Maxine was 2 years old that music would
be an important part of her life,” Nanze-Davis said. “She
would sing along to Whitney Houston videos.”
Davis said her whole family has always been supportive,
especially her mother.
“She’s very supportive; she’s supported me through
everything that I’ve done and she loves it,” she said with
a smile.
Alicia Keys is one of her inspirations and Davis said she
is interested in singing pop music or “something jazzy.”
Davis works at UTB/TSC’s AmeriCorps College
Opportunities and Readiness Network.
“What I really want to do … [is] live in Los Angeles,
get a record deal and keep moving up with my dream and
become a singer,” she said.
Nanze-Davis said that although her daughter is about
to begin a singing career, Davis promised her she would
finish her studies and get her bachelor’s degree.
For those who are in the uphill process of pursuing their
own dreams, Davis suggests to “practice, practice, practice
and never give up on your dream.”

’Scopes

By Francisco Garza
Webcast Editor

C

upid’s
orner

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Name: Robert Ruiz
Age: 19
Classification: Freshman
Major: Art
Zodiac Sign: Taurus
What
is
your
nickname?
“Zombe.”
What
are
your
hobbies?
“Skateboarding, sports, listening to
music, hanging out and long walks
on the beach.”
Something you always wear?
“Underwear.”
What puts you in a good mood?
“Doing whatever makes me happy,
like going out to the skate park or

mixing music.”
What type of music do you listen
to? “I listen to everything except
country, like rock, metal, hip-hop,
also different genres of techno and
reggae.”
How long do you typically take to
dress? “About 10 minutes.”
If you only had 24 hours to live,
what would you do? “I would eat
all the ice cream I could.”
Is it OK for a man to cry? “Yes.”
Have you ever used a pickup line?
What was it? “Yes. Did it hurt when
you fell from heaven, you angel?”
On a random Saturday afternoon,

I can be found: “At the skate park
or at home.”
Would you like to date someone
from another country? Why?
“Yes, I would, just to meet different
people.”
Free Association Quiz:
Parents: “Get a job.”
Pet: “Meow.”
Dream: “Running from Godzilla.”
Lies: “Lover or liar.”
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like to be featured in
Cupid’s Corner, call Cleiri Quezada
at 882-5782 or send her an e-mail
at collegian@utb.edu.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): If this week your
plans do not work out the way you wanted them to, do
not panic--just improvise.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): It would be good for
you to be suspicious of your classmates, professors
and co-workers, because they could all be Cylons! (If
for some reason you meet Edward James Olmos this
week, show this to him.)
Aries (March 21-April 19): You should be a turtle.
No, not slow and steady. I mean that you should walk
around with a shell on your back.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): OK, so maybe you are
a bit weird. You march to the beat of a different drum.
More like a marimba, really. It does not matter; samba
away, mi amigo.
Gemini (May 21- June 21): This will be your
lucky week. You will find a lucky penny, buy lucky
underwear and eat a lucky sandwich. You will need
all that luck if you are still planning not to study for
your exams.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Life is like a video
game, except cheat codes can get you arrested.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Do you like your eyes?
What about your lips or your elbows? If you don’t,
then you know who to blame? Your parents.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): Sometimes you can have
your cake and eat it too. But do it in moderation; it
goes to your hips.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Esta semana aprende
español.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If you go to a public
place, be a good person. Flush.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You should consider
helping others. Try helping out in beach and park
cleanups or volunteer for your favorite charity. And
remember to always help old ladies cross the street.
One of them could be a witch in disguise, and contrary
to what Disney may want you to believe, life as a toad
is not fun.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): If you’re looking
for a pet, you should avoid cats and dogs. Go for
something a bit more unorthodox. Like an octopus.
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Campus’ biomedical research advances
By Luciana Morales
Staff Writer
With a nearly $4 million grant received
earlier this year, biomedical research got yet
another boost at UTB/TSC.
Luis Colom, vice president for Research,
said that south of San Antonio, UTB/TSC
is the top institution performing biomedical
research today. Colom said the $3,993,085
amount awarded by the National Institutes of
Health will partially fund the construction of
the Science and Technology Learning Center
that is under construction next to the Life and
Health Sciences Building.
“The grant will fund part of the new building,” Colom said. “The whole idea is … to
support the construction of five laboratories
for biomedical research and shared facilities.”
According to The Collegian archives, the
Science and Technology Learning Center
will house the Center for Biomedical studies
and the Nursing Department.
“In biomedical research you need infrastructure,” Colom said. “Today’s research requires significant equipment, significant facilities--it requires a scientific environment.”
Colom said that the new division of Research is trying to provide as much support
as possible to attract more faculty who can
cover research in different areas.
“Our university is clearly committed to
improve the life of our community,” Colom
said. “Part of that commitment is [to] create
the right infrastructure.”
He said that infrastructure will allow UTB/
TSC to conduct research in diseases such as
diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer’s, epilepsy and
many others.
“These are diseases that disproportionally
affect members of our community,” Colom
said. “They require a tremendous effort and
a lot of funds.”
Saraswathy Nair, an assistant professor
in the Biological Sciences Department, is
looking at the genetic basis for obesity and
diabetes.
Based on an epidemiology study, Nair
said that 20 percent of the Rio Grande Valley
population is probably diabetic.
Nair explained that there are two types
of diabetes. Type 1 diabetes, also known as
juvenile diabetes, is usually detected very
early; the pancreas does not secrete enough
insulin, which makes blood sugar levels go
up very high, making the person sick and
eventually leading to the destruction of the
pancreas.
In Type 2, pancreatic functions decrease
as the patient grows older and, hence, the insulin does not work well, making the body
insulin resistant. This is the type of diabetes

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Research Assistant Aleksandra Shchelkunova cleans nanoparticles Wednesday in Associate Professor Alexander Kazansky’s lab. Kazansky and Shchelkunova use
different types of nanotechnology in an attempt to deliver regulatory molecules to cancer cells.

Nair focuses on.
In an ongoing study, Nair and the student
researchers at her lab are looking at the variations in genes among Mexican-American
subjects. Then they conduct association studies with their phenotype, which is how obese
or insulin-resistant they are.
“So far, our findings are minor because
we don’t have a huge sample size yet,” Nair
said. “I would like to continue, but not until
I get the funds.”
Nair said an incentive of $10 would help
the recruitment of volunteers and plans to
apply for grants from funding agencies, with
the hope of obtaining a larger sample size.
Nair and her team are also working with
an animal system model. They use cultured
pre-fat cells and expose them to chemicals
called cytokines until they transform into fat
cells.
“By exposing them to various chemicals
called cytokines, which we know or think are
harmful to them, we can study fat cell function,” Nair said.
Nair explained that contrary to common
belief, fat tissues are not just storage tissues;
they are very dynamic, and if they can “take
up” glucose, they can prevent diabetes.
“So when you’re obese, the ability of the
fat cells to take glucose really decreases significantly,” she said. “Depending on what
kind of cytokines the fat cells are exposed to,

their ability to process glucose differs--that’s
something we hope to get published very
soon.”
Nair said her kind of research--the type
that looks at populations and factors that
might make people susceptible to a disease,
such as obesity or insulin resistance or diabetes--allows for the development of risk factor
scores.
She believes her research in the Rio
Grande Valley will be used to advocate for
early screening of risk factors.
“We can tell [people] in advance, ‘You
don’t want to get to this point because once
you get there, it’s painful and expensive,’”
Nair said.
Also, in collaboration with Associate Professor Andrea Schwarzbach, Nair is looking
at local herbs that people use in lieu of diabetic medicines.
“There’s a lot of literature on these herbal
supplements helping in diseases,” she said,
“but locally, it has not been done systematically. … We don’t know exactly what ingredient in it is helping diabetes.”
Their proposal is to first identify the herb
based on DNA sequence and then use it on
an animal model system.
Although it’s a common practice for college students, skipping meals is very harmful, Nair said.
“Eventually, you get very hungry and

you’ll eat a lot, which will spike up your glucose and your insulin,” she said. “You have
to avoid these blood sugar spikes because
that makes your insulin spike up also and if
this happens frequently in your lifetime, then
it stops working efficiently and you become
insulin resistant.”
Nair recommends having “regular, decentsized meals throughout the day.”
“Eat moderate portions at regular times,
frequently,” she advised.
Cancer, one of the most lethal diseases, is
another of the key areas of research at UTB/
TSC. In Associate Professor Alexander Kazansky’s laboratory, the main target is prostate cancer.
“My research project, funded by NIH, is
called ‘Novel Nanotechnology Approach
to Target Prostate Cancer,’” said Kazansky,
a member of the American Association of
Cancer Research.
For this project, he is working in collaboration with Lecturer Boris Ermolinsky and
Oleg Andreev, a faculty member from the
University of Rhode Island.
Kazansky describes the project as the combination of “recently acquired knowledge on
regulation and action of specific genes involved in prostate cancer progression” with
a “novel nanotechnology-based approach for
• See ‘Research,’ Page 13

Faculty, Students, Staff!
$300
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MONTH*

Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com

55 Sam Perl Blvd.

$49
PER DAY

(Off 12th St.)
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$500 per month double occupancy
Flexible month-to-month agreement
All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
Security Surveillance
Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
Restaurants Nearby
Internet Available
Laundry Area

TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY.
*For the first 2 months only, then $400 afterwards.
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.

On Campus

The Collegian

February 15, 2010 • Page 9

Board OKs retaining wall for resaca

By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

The Texas Southmost College District
board of trustees has approved the
construction of a new retaining wall along
the Fort Brown Resaca bank by the former
Resaca Club.
Trustee Chester Gonzalez said the
proposal is to construct a wood retaining
wall as per campus standard designs and
specifications.
“The proposal includes removal and
disposal of the existing retaining wall,
construction of the new retaining wall and
backfill material,” Gonzalez said during
Thursday’s meeting.
The contract was awarded to CAS
Companies in the amount of $66,655.
“The retaining wall will start on the north
side of the University Boulevard bridge and
travel a total length of 280 [linear feet],”
according to district documents.
The board also approved tax exemptions
for seven new Brownsville historic sites
under the 2010 Heritage Plan.
A total of 45 properties will be exempted
from taxes, totaling $8,525.44, according
to district documents.
Peter Goodman, historic downtown
district director for the City of Brownsville,
told the board the exemptions are not
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Dan Barnard, director of the Arts Center, introduces
himself to the TSC board of trustees during Thursday’s
meeting in the Gorgas Hall boardroom.

“meant to be a gift.”
Goodman explained that historic site
owners are given a tax exemption under
the condition of preserving the facilities.
“We understand that it costs more to
maintain and ensure historic buildings,

Partnership
Continued from page 1

requesting is a legal matter between TSC and both the UT
System and the state. As it is under discussion/litigation, I
am unable to provide you with any information until such
time as the matter is settled.”
The Collegian then asked TSC board Chairman David
Oliveira if there is a lawsuit on the matter.
“There is not a lawsuit filed against the UT System,”
Oliveira told The Collegian Thursday afternoon.
Currently, the UT System leases TSC buildings as part
of the UTB/TSC partnership agreement. The UT System
receives appropriations from the state for the leasing of the
buildings.
Artibise said the partnership agreement does not
reflect how the institution operates today and needs to be
“revisited.”
“What we are trying to clarify is how two institutions
work together,” he said. “In practical terms, for almost 20
years now, we have run it as if it’s one institution, made
up of a community college and a university. But, there is

buildings that are 80 or 100 years old
mostly, and when they are not maintained
we notify the owners that they are in danger
of losing their tax exemption,” he said.
The Heritage Council determines if the
facilities fall under primary or secondary
local site.
“The lowest designation is the secondary
local site, which means it has some
architectural or historical significance,
but it’s not really high enough to deserve
any kind of exemption,” Goodman said.
“Primary local can receive, if it’s voted
by the Heritage Council, a 50 percent tax
exemption.”
The sites that received the tax exemption
are the Yturria Bank, built in 1854 in the
border brick style, located at 1255 E.
Elizabeth St. and owned by William B.
Cho; the house at 1 Ebony Dr., built in
1895 in the Italianate style and owned
by Martin Flores; the Milton West house,
located at 611 E. Washington St., built
1915 in the Colonial Revival style and
owned by Anthony Troiani; the Arthur Pitt
house, located at 1806 Palm Blvd., built
1931 in the Spanish Mediterranean style
and owned by Fernando Balli; the house
located at 243 E. Elizabeth St., built 1910
in the Victorian Transitional style and
owned by Trey Mendez; the Dr. Merrill
house, located at 1248 W. Washington St.,

only one provost, there is only one president, there is only
one vice president for this and that, so we operate as if
it was one, but the legal agreements don’t reflect that, so
we are revisiting those to see how we might better prepare
[the partnership agreement] and get approval from the
Legislature for this very much unique institution.”
During the community advisory meeting, Daniel
Rentfro, an attorney for the district, gave a presentation on
the formation of the partnership.
The institution was first established in 1926 as the Junior
College of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, becoming the
first accredited public junior college in Texas. In 1948,
the college moved to Fort Brown. In 1973, Pan American
University in Edinburg agreed to have an extension on the
TSC campus to provide upper-level courses for residents
in Brownsville.
But there were still limitations. At the time, the TSC board
of trustees recognized the problem, and in 1991, the board
went to the Texas Legislature and presented its needs. The
outcome was the establishment of a new institution named
the University of Texas at Brownsville.
The Legislature permitted UTB and TSC to enter a
partnership where both institutions work together.

built 1915 in the Arts and Crafts style and
owned by Antonio Tapia; and the Campo
Santo Viejo Cemetery, located on the 1100
block of East Monroe and 11th streets and
owned by Cameron County.
All of the approved sites are primary
local sites and will receive 50 percent
historic tax exemption.
Along with TSC, the Brownsville
Navigation District, the City of Brownsville
and Cameron County have approved the
exemptions.
In other business, the board introduced
Dan Barnard as the new director of the Arts
Center.
“I do want to acknowledge my excitement
at being here,” said Barnard. “I loved the
center. I told my wife this is the first job
where I can’t wait to get out of the bed in
the morning. I’ve been meeting many of
the faculty and staff here and I’m looking
forward to seeing you more here.”
Barnard was born in California and
grew up in Wichita Falls in North Texas.
He has bachelor’s degree in music in
vocal performance from West Texas State
University. Barnard also has a master’s
in music in theory and composition from
the University of Northern Colorado and
a doctorate in musical arts in composition
from the University of Kansas, according
to the UTB/TSC Web site.

UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García explained that UTB/
TSC is really two institutions under one management,
which becomes complicated.
“We don’t fit into the little boxes that the state of Texas or
other states have, so when a legislator looks at our numbers,
they see TSC numbers or they look at UTB numbers and
they rarely get a chance to look at what we really are, so
they don’t get a clear picture,” García said.
She said the university has been managing a “very
clumsy operation very well.”
“The partnership contract that we devised 19 years ago
no longer reflects how we actually operate and we’ve gone
back and we added something here and something there,
but it is clumsy, so that’s what’s going to change,” García
said.
Mary Rose Cardenas, a former TSC board member who
helped pass the partnership agreement, talked about its
importance.
“Without it we would not, I mean, there was no way that
we could have succeeded,” Cardenas said. “One year we
got $38,000 from the UT deal and it was just unbelievable.
We didn’t have money to pay for the insurance but we
managed and it was hard times.”

Los Fresnos Superintendent Gonzalo Salazar (left) asks a question during Wednesday’s
committee meeting. Also shown are committee members Fred Rusteberg, Edward Ude
and Gigi Habet.
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UTB/TSC Provost Alan Artibise discusses the decision to change the
partnership agreement.

TSC attorney Daniel Rentfro Jr. presents the history of
the UTB/TSC partnership during Wednesday’s meeting.

UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García explains the partnership.
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Short circuit in SET-B
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Students, faculty and staff evacuate the Science and Engineering Technology Building on Thursday due
to a report of the smell of smoke.

Who dat?

Francisco Espinosa/Collegian

Freshman biology major Jorge Alonso (right) and sophomore Christopher Villarreal play football
Tuesday on the Student Union lawn.

New place to snack

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Freshman accounting major Joe Hernandez looks at the variety of snacks on sale Wednesday at
D.D.’s Cafe Express, located in the New Library. The cafe opened its doors Feb.1 and is open from
8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday and from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
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Tidwell

Continued from Page 5

power--if we can get the power away from
them--[we need to] put it back in the hands
of the people, then I don’t necessarily have to
be the one with all the answers and have to be
the one that accomplishes. Let the public take
care of themselves. The public knows much
better how to run their lives than a single
person or a couple of people in office do.”
What challenges face Texas and how will
you address them? “The main challenge for
Texas is our jobs, right now. Our economy-and it’s not so much anything that Texas has
done, it’s just a national thing that’s affecting
everybody and, of course, our unemployment
has gone up considerably, so, we have to
plan, turn it around, so that we have jobs in
the state and the way to do that, I believe, is
to make our state more likable to companies,
make people want to bring jobs into Texas
and grow their companies in Texas. We are
going to have to change the way we catch
these companies and the people they bring to
the state. We need to change the way we, as
a state, gather revenues from our businesses
and our citizens so that they can be more
profitable, more willing to come in here,
more willing to invest, more willing to grow

Nichols

Continued from Page 5

focus on what works. … The problem is
what I would call the middle management of
the school district, which is at the principal
level; they need to have much more control
of what happens on their campuses and be
held responsible for what goes on, as far as
the quality of education that [students] are
receiving. … I think the borders are a big
issue for me; I believe in legal immigration.
Whether it’s from Canada, Mexico or France
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and create jobs.”
What are the challenges facing Texas
public universities and colleges? “Again,
it’s financial. How do universities grow and
provide the education, the products to the
students, the young people of this state, that
[universities] need to provide? You take your
private universities and [they] pretty much
can control their own fees and who they
allow in and who they don’t allow in. And,
that’s different from your public universities.
They are subsidized by the state, they have
different requirements on who they allow
in and it’s a financing thing. How do we get
money to these universities, so that they can
provide their services to the students? I think
if we change the way revenues are collected
for the entire state, then at the state level,
these public universities can be subsidized at
greater levels.”
Are you in favor of continuing the cap
on university tuition (House Concurrent
Resolution 288)? “Yes, I am. At the current
situation, yes, I am in favor of it only because
going back to the question previous to this, we
have not established an adequate system of
financing our universities and controlling the
expenses. Until we can do that, we are going
to have to do something to keep affordable
for the high school graduates or any people

that are wanting to go to college and get an
education. Hopefully, we can change that and
financing will not become an issue for the
universities and we can remove that.”
Would you support the establishment
of a law school in the Rio Grande Valley?
“I would support it, if it was economically
feasible, if the UT System and the state
can feasibly do that. Yes, I would support
additional facilities anywhere, if it’s something
the state can afford and can work.”
Would you support the inclusion of
UT-Pan American and UT-Brownsville
as recipients of the Permanent University
Fund? “I’m not going to say yes or no on
that one, right now, because I don’t know
enough details. I don’t know why they are
not part of the system. I don’t know why they
are not included. That would be something I
would have to do more background research
on and see.”
What are your goals if elected? “My
main goal is to change the way revenues are
collected. I want to get rid of property taxes,
I want to get rid of business taxes and excise
taxes and go to a consumption-based tax,
similar to a citywide sales tax. We already
have a sales tax, but it would be increased, not
so much increase in the rate, but it would be
expanded to cover more goods and services

than what is now taxed and by expanding
the sales tax, bring in more revenue to the
state and eliminate the taxes that are put on
individuals because of the fact that they own
a piece of property or businesses; because
they own their property or just because
they are operating as a business, they are
being taxed. It needs to be for general and
widespread. That’s the main focus, changing
the way the state gathers its revenues and
then beyond that it goes into control. I want
to change the way our education is handled
at the state level. I want our school districts
to start to be in charge of what education
they are providing to the students instead of
a single state board of education that says,
‘This is what you have to teach.’ I want the
families, the parents, the teachers, the board
of directors at each school district, [to] be able
to say, ‘Hey, this is what we want to teach’
and then we have to look at services, services
around the state that are costing us money.
Our services that we provide as a state, such
as our Medicaid and our unemployment and
things of the socialist nature that we provide
and who we are providing it to, I think there’s
ways we can eliminate a lot of spending in
our social services. It would save the state
thousands, millions of dollars, maybe billions
of dollars.

… we need to be on equal terms, each one
of us. Toll roads are another agenda item.
I’m against toll roads completely; they are
double-taxing people. … Toll roads are very
much an issue for me. For practical business
matters, it’s really harmful to the economy.
Toll roads are certainly a big agenda item,
which is under our current government
leadership, [which] seems to be the direction
that we’re going to be going for most of our
roads from now on.
What are the challenges facing public
universities and colleges? “Basically, in

my opinion, we need to regulate the state
universities, regulate better what’s going on
so we can actually help reduce, to hopefully
reduce the cost of education. It’s just going
crazy in the last 10 years. Education outpaces
inflation dramatically. … I’m a big person in
believing that taxes and debt and things of
that nature really take away your freedom and
having a higher-level education is the way to
enhance your future because it should give
you, theoretically, more opportunities. But,
[if] you are going into debt to accomplish that,
you really are not accomplishing anything.

… We really need to be focused on how to
… possibly [find] ways to reduce the cost of
education in Texas universities.”
Are you in favor of continuing the cap
on university tuition (House Concurrent
Resolution 288)? “I believe the state should
do as much as possible to keep the financial
bar low for our universities. I would support
HCR 288. However, I am not sure if it is as
good of a fix as we need.”
Would you support the establishment of
• See next page

Nominate a student leader for the

Scorpion Leadership Ring
“A Symbol of Learning”
Two student leaders will be chosen based on their
academic performance, leadership at UTB/TSC,
and service to their community.
The University of Texas
at Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College, in
partnership with Balfour
College Jewelry Company and the
UTB/TSC Student Government Association (SGA),
will provide two official class ring(s) to graduating senior(s),
graduate students and/or recent alumni who have excelled
in academics, leadership activities and service to the
campus and/or the community-at-large.

Deadline to apply:
4 p.m., Monday, March 1st

Applications are available at:
http://www.ring.utb.edu
For more information, contact the
Dean of Students Office at 882-5141.
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Nichols

Continued from previous page

a law school in the Rio Grande
Valley? “I have nothing against that,
I’m not sure of the needs there, but
if there’s a need, I certainly would
be in favor of [establishing a law
school]. I’m a factual person that if
there’s something in need, that we
need to be supportive of and make
that happen, but … I don’t know
the direct needs [of the Valley], but
if there is [a need of a law school] I
would be supportive of.”
Would you support the
inclusion of UT-Pan American
and UT-Brownsville as recipients
of the Permanent University
Fund? “I think that’s something
that if money is going to be
available to public education, it
shouldn’t be withheld. So, if the
funds are going to be offered to
public education, I don’t think
they should discriminate against
any individual school. … If there
are schools that are not receiving
benefits for funds that should be
available to schools, then there’s a
problem there. That’s a failure and
I’m against failures.”
What are your goals if elected?
“I grew up in Texas and I have a
vision it should be a state that has
opportunities for everybody. The
way you make those opportunities
is through low taxes and lack of
government interference. … My
vision and my hope, and what I
want my legacy to be … [is] a
better state the day I left office as
opposed the day I entered office.”

SHW Group

The $33.8 million Science and Technology Learning Center will house the Center for Biomedical Studies and will be partially funded by a $4 million grant awarded earlier this year.

Research

Continued from Page 8

targeted delivery of DNA specifically in tumors.”
In collaboration with other institutions, such as the M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center and the University
of Houston, Kazansky aims to develop a targeting system to deliver
nanoparticles to the tumor cells
and heat them without destroying
other cells. He uses different types
of nanotechnology, from magnetic
nanoparticles to nanosyringes to
deliver specific regulatory molecules to cancer cells.
Kazansky believes his work will
lead to benefits for patients with
cancer.
“We believe we can develop a
new drug using this new approach
to specifically treat prostate cancer,” he said.
In another project, Kazansky
and Professor Michael Lehker are
studying the influence of sexually
transmitted diseases in cancer progression.
“We have very good preliminary
data,” he said. “We can use this to

discover a drug to prevent cancer
progression.”
Kazansky, who works with only
one research assistant, said his lab
needs more equipment and more
people.
“This is a big problem because
we don’t have enough money to
really invite here high-level researchers or post docs, graduate
students,” he said. “There’s not
much support for personnel, technical people that should work in
the lab.”
Kazansky also told The Collegian he is eligible to apply to a
program sponsored by the Cancer
Prevention & Research Institute
of Texas that allows institutions to
open summer programs for undergraduate students.
“They would have $5,000 per
summer to cover their studies,” he
said. “It’s very beneficial for our
students.”
However, Kazansky said, it takes
time to organize such research
training programs and neither his
efforts nor other faculty members’
would be compensated by the program.
“Probably, it will go to the big-

ger universities where they have
infrastructure to support their faculty to perform such activities,”
he said. “Without support, it’s not
doable.”
Kazansky said he will apply only
for the master’s degree program
that pays for the graduate students’
instruction and salary because the
support for an undergraduate program is not in place yet.
“But, of course, I think for [the]
university it would be a very good
idea, very beneficial to have a
specific summer school for undergraduate students, but the structure
is not ready yet,” he said.
Colom said that research has
grown significantly at UTB/TSC
in the last few years, including student-involved research.
“We are really trying to improve
infrastructure and better support
research,” Colom said. “In everything that we do, students are involved.”
Nair said that over the last three
years, about 11 undergraduate students have rotated through her lab
and they have helped her “in every
step of the way.”
“Any kind of lab technique that

I know, I eventually teach them,”
she said.
One of Nair’s students, Jose
Llongueras, won first place in
poster presentation in the Annual
Biochemical Research Conference
for Minority Students in 2009.
Nicole Ruiz, another of her students, has been accepted into the
medical science information systems graduate program through
the Bridge Program in Biomedical
Informatics at the University of
Utah.
Colom estimated that more than
20 students are involved in research activities and that, by supporting infrastructure, the $4 million grant creates the conditions to
attract “new investigators, professors and students.”
“Everyone benefits from [research],” he said. “Our community
benefits from that because if we
find solution to different disorders
in the health area, we improve the
life of our community.”
Nair agrees.
“Our hope is that whatever research we do translates clinically
or to the community’s use,” she
said.
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Tips for taking exams
By Virginia Ramos
Academic Adviser
We cannot avoid them; there is no way out.
They exist: exams. Sometimes it seems as if
professors get together and schedule their
exams about the same time--same day. As a
student, I can remember taking three exams
within the same week! It’s no secret that
preparing for exams takes time. Fortunately,
students can know in advance when exams
are scheduled as that information can easily
be found in the course syllabus. We all know
that cramming is not a good idea, so we have
prepared some important tips on how to get
ready for those exams.
Before the exam
--Attend classes regularly. Believe me, it
helps! You are receiving valuable information

Cost

Continued from Page 1

save in that area clearly will allow us to have
dollars for other more important things or to be
able to manage the reductions in the budget.”
Martinez said another group is looking at
staffing for every administrative activity on
campus.
“They identified departments that either
appear to be too low or too high, compared
to the peers, meaning more employees or
significantly less employees than the peers
and they’re going to be recommending out
that further study occur.”
Martinez added, however, that there would

first-hand. Also, if you have questions, you
can ask your instructor to clarify any doubts.
--Take good notes from lectures and
textbooks.
--Begin reviewing early. Try to read your
assignments ahead of time. If possible, review
your notes soon after class; it is also a good
idea to review your notes before your next
class meeting. Review with a study group-this will be helpful since you may go over
material you might have overlooked in class.
--Always study the most difficult material
when you are fully alert. Schedule times for
study, even if it means giving up part of your
time on the weekends.
--Always do your homework on time.
Many times, these assignments cover test
content.
--Rest, rest, rest and rest. Get a good night’s
sleep before the day of the exam.

During the exam
--Arrive early for the exam. It gives you
time, not only to review, but also to make
sure you are prepared (don’t forget pens,
pencil, paper, calculators, etc.).
--Be relaxed and confident. Breathe slowly
if you are too nervous. Also, choose a good
area to sit where you will have space to
work.
--Always read directions carefully. If time
allows, preview the exam for key terms. Jot
notes, and if you can, mark your exam with
comments that come to mind.
--Find a strategy to answer the exam.
Answer the easy questions first and leave the
hard ones for last or vice versa.
--Resist the temptation of leaving right
after you finish your test. Review. Make
sure you proofread for spelling, grammar,

punctuation, etc. You also want to make sure
you have answered all questions, you did not
mark anything incorrectly or did not make
any simple errors.
After the exam
Attend the class and classes following the
exam. Oftentimes, instructors use this time
to review the exam, and it can reinforce the
information learned. This might also help
you in preparing for your next exam!
As you create your road map to your final
destination, please do not hesitate to consult
with your academic adviser about campus
resources and tools to succeed. As a studentcentered university, UTB/TSC is committed
to helping you achieve your educational
goals. You may reach at us at 882-7362, by
e-mail at academicadvising@utb.edu, at the
Camille Lightner Center or at the various
advising locations throughout campus.

be no layoffs as a result of the findings and
intends to keep everyone employed by the
university.
The streamlining institutional processes
committee is tasked to look at functional areas
of the university and identify faster and easier
ways for users to go through systems.
Martinez, who chairs the committee, said
they have found that there are 15 steps to
becoming a student at UTB/TSC.
“We’ve had a working group that has been
looking at ways to make the registration and
enrollment process, the admissions process
here at UTB quicker and easier to get through,
especially for new students,” she said.
Martinez said the university oriented and

registered 700 new students for Spring 2010,
which is three times greater than last spring,
through a new pilot program the committee
recommended.
She said the end result of the cost
containment initiative is to fulfill the goals of
the university’s mission in a way that promotes
student success.
“So, it is about maybe taking out this step
in some administrative process so that we can
add a service over here, so if we don’t have
additional dollars to add services, you can
add services by shifting resources,” Martinez
said. “By shifting your focus and shifting the
resources, you can still provide the services
to students even though you don’t have

more money and that’s been part of this cost
containment process.”
The committee reports will be presented
to the provost at 9 a.m. Thursday in Salon
Cassia, located inside the Education Business
and Complex.
Martinez said this is the first phase of the
initiative and said committee members are
eager to continue their work.
University officials are excited about the
overhaul and even have a “virtual suggestion
box,” where people can submit their own
suggestions how the university can save
dollars. To leave your own suggestion, visit
http://www.utb.edu/ba/forms/suggestions/
Pages/Results.aspx.
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Green light on construction
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Installation of the new traffic lights at the intersection of University Boulevard and Ringgold Road has started.
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The Archer Fellowship was launched in 2001 as
an experiential education program designed to
provide the University of Texas graduates
with an intense semester of
learning and exploration in
Washington, D.C.

Present this coupon with your UTB/TSC ID
and your order of Panchos is only $8.50!
HOMEMADE
1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER
and Fries
$
ONLY

FREE
WiFi

Study here!
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5.95

PANCHOS

with Beans, Cheese,
Fajitas and Avocado
ONLY

$

10.75

Application Deadline for
the 2010-2011 Academic Year:

5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19, 2010

COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas •
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
4434 E. 14th St. and Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville. TX 78520
ORDERS TO GO! OPEN 24 HOURS!

542-4777

For more information on the Archer Center, contact the Dean of Students Office
at 882-5141 or visit http://www.utb.edu/Archer.
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Briefs

‘Night of Strings’
UTB/TSC’s “A Night of
Strings,” a scholarship benefit
concert, will take place at 7 tonight
in the Arts Center. The concert
will feature performances by UT
System Chancellor Francisco
Cigarroa, UTB/TSC students and
faculty and youth from the region.
Tickets are $50 each and may be
purchased by calling 882-4332 or
via online at www.utb.edu/events.
Parking lots closed
Parking lots A, B, D, E and a
section of AB will be closed all
day today due to the Arts Center
inaugural event. Students, faculty
and staff should plan alternate
routes to get to their classrooms
and offices. For more information,
call Campus Police at 882-8232.
Early voting
Early voting for the March 2
primary begins Tuesday and ends
Feb. 26. On campus, voters may
cast ballots from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
weekdays and from 8:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
in Cardenas Hall South 117.
For more information, call the
Cameron County Elections and
Voter Registration Department
at 544-0809.
Candidates’ forum
The University Democrats
at UTB/TSC will sponsor a
candidates’ forum from 5 to
7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the SETB Lecture Hall. Among those
taking part will be candidates for
Cameron County judge, county
commissioner (Precinct 2), county
treasurer, county court-at-law No.
3, state judge (197th district court),
lieutenant governor and governor.
For more information, call
University Democrats President
Francisco X. Rodriguez at 5720045.
Actor Olmos speaks here
Mexican-American actor and
director Edward James Olmos
will speak from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Gran Salon. Admission is free to
UTB/TSC students, but must be
picked up in Student Union 2.10.
Only 400 tickets are available. For
more information, call 882-5111.
COMPASS workshops
The Learning Enrichment
Center will conduct the following
COMPASS workshops this week:
writing, 2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday;
reading, 2 to 4 p.m. Wednesday;
math, 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday;
reading (8-10 a.m.), writing (10
a.m.-noon) and math (12:30-1:30
p.m.) Saturday. All workshops
take place in Cardenas Hall North
104. For more information, call
882-8292.
Racquetball registration
Registration for the REK
Center Racquetball Tournament
ends Wednesday. If interested,

ask for an entry and waiver forms
in the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center’s main
office. For more information,
call
Intramural/Club
Sports
Coordinator Raul Cano at 8825970.
Epilepsy seminar
UTB/TSC’s
Center
for
Biomedical Studies will host
a community outreach seminar
titled “Epilepsy: Treatment,
Research and Impact” at 7
p.m. Wednesday in room 1.102
of the Science and Engineering
Technology Building. Admission
is free. Scheduled to speak are Dr.
Robert Lozano, a neurologist;
Dr. Emilio Garrido-Sanabria, a
neuroscientist; and Eloy De La
Cruz, education coordinator for
the Epilepsy Foundation-Central
and South Texas. For more
information, call Saraswathy
Nair at 882-5108 or e-mail her at
saraswathy.nair@utb.edu.
Study Skills
The Student Success Center
will host a workshop titled
“Making Wiser Choices, Making
Better Grades-A Strategy” from
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Thursday in
Cardenas Hall North 104. For
more information, call 882-8292.
Peace rally
The
Catholic
Campus
Ministry at UTB/TSC and Pax
Christi Brownsville will cosponsor a peace rally the third
Thursday of each month at the
corner of International Boulevard
and Ridgely Street (across the
street from McDonald’s). The
purpose of the rallies is to call
attention to the fact that war does
not work, to support all national
and international efforts to create
a world free of nuclear weapons,
urge a return to some degree of
sanity in U.S. military spending
and advocate for peace in all places
at all times. For more information,
call the Rev. Armand Mathew at
882-7659.
Shades of History Tour
The Brownsville Historical
Association’s Shades of Winter
History Walking Tour is
scheduled from 2 to 3 p.m. Friday
in the Brownsville Heritage
Complex on Washington Street in
Brownsville. Admission is free for
BHA members and $10 for nonmembers, and includes coffee and
pastries. For more information,
call 541-5560.
EGADS! conference
The
English
Graduate
Advancement and Development
Society will host its annual
undergraduate/graduate English
studies conference from 7:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday in the
University Boulevard Classroom
Building. Charles Dameron,
UTB/TSC’s vice president for

Following are among the
incidents reported by Campus
Police between Jan. 25 and 31.
At 10:26 a.m. Jan. 25, a student
noticed the tires to her Toyota
Corolla were flat when she returned
to her vehicle parked in Lot AA at
The Village at Fort Brown. The
tires were inflated and the student
reported back to Campus Police
when she arrived home, stating that
the air valves had failed.

At 2:30 p.m. the same day, a
student passed out and fell at Student
Health Services. Bystanders said
she had just donated blood.
At 8:36 p.m. the same day,
a woman reported a runaway
juvenile.
At 9:37 a.m. Jan. 26, a student
found a woman’s pendant in the
Life and Health Sciences Building.
The pendant’s worth was estimated
at $1.

Academic Affairs, will be the
keynote speaker. The conference’s
topic is “Bridges and Borders:
Exploring the Confluence of
Languages, Disciplines and
Cultures.”
Panels
include
American
literature,
British
literature,
creative
writing,
pedagogy, chicano/a literature
and Gloria Anzaldua. For more
information, send an e-mail to
society president Alan Oak at
EgadsConference@gmail.com.
Patron of the Arts
Pianist Kenneth Saxon will
perform at 8 p.m. Friday in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission
is $5. For more information, call
the Patron of the Arts Office at
882-7025.
I Madrigali, Renaissance
Ensemble of Houston will
perform from 8 to 9 p.m. Saturday
in the SET-B Lecture Hall. The sixmember group sings Renaissance
madrigals and plays 16th-century
instruments. Admission is $5. For
more information, call the Patron
of the Arts Office at 882-7025.
An exhibit featuring the
works of UTB/TSC’s art faculty
continues through March 5 in
the Rusteberg Gallery. Gallery
hours are 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.
to noon Wednesday, 4 to 7 p.m.
Thursday and noon to 3 p.m.
Friday. Admission is $1. For more
information, call 882-7025.
Free tax return assistance
The 2010 Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance program will offer
free income tax return preparation
to people who cannot afford a paid
professional to do their return. The
assistance will take place from 9
a.m. to noon Saturday in room F9
of the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center,
located at 300 Mexico Blvd. For
more information, call 882-4153.
College Goal Sunday
A workshop to assist students
with the 2010-2011 Free
Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) runs from 2 to 4
p.m. Sunday in the Tandy Hall
lobby. For more information, call
882-8277.
Recyclable art contest
UTB/TSC’s Dean of Students
Office and Student Union are
sponsoring a Recyclable Art
Contest for currently enrolled
students.
Applications
are
available at the Dean of Students
Office in the Old Education
Building and in Student Union
1.20. For more information, visit
http://www.utb.edu/sa/dos/.
New café
The New Library café is
now open and serves salads,
sandwiches, breakfast tacos and
other foods from 8:30 a.m. to 8
p.m. Monday through Thursday

Police Repor ts

At 5:08 p.m. the same day,
a Campus Police officer was
dispatched to parking Lot Z
regarding a couple arguing
inside an Oldsmobile. The
officer approached and asked the
woman to exit the vehicle so that
he could interview her. Another
Campus Police officer arrived and
interviewed the man. The couple
was arguing over dating issues. A
verbal warning was given to the

and from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For more
information, call 882-5991.
AAUW meeting
The next meeting of the
American
Association
of
University Women will be
at 12:30 p.m. Feb. 20 at A
Catered Affair, 301 Jackson St.
in Harlingen. The focus of the
meeting will be women’s health
care issues. The cost of lunch will
be $16. For more information, call
Margaret Adams at 412-3741.
Monday Night Physics
Matt Benacquista, an associate
professor in the Physics and
Astronomy Department, will
present a lecture titled “Light
and Color in Astronomy” at 7
p.m. Feb. 22 in the third-floor
conference room of the Science and
Engineering Technology Building.
Admission is free. The lecture is
part of the Monday Night Physics
series. For more information, send
an e-mail to Martha Casquette at
infophysics@utb.edu.
Black History program
The South Texas Mass Choir
will perform at 6 p.m. Feb. 23
in the SET-B Lecture Hall. The
concert is part of the Black
History program. For more
information, call Deloria NanzeDavis at 882-4196.
Research Symposium
The 12th annual UTB/TSC
Research Symposium is accepting
abstracts from faculty, students and
staff interested in presenting their
work. Presentations are welcomed
in any area involved in scholarly
work or research. The deadline to
submit an application online is
March 1. For more information,
visit: http://blue.utb.edu/research.
H1N1 flu vaccines
The Student Health Services
Clinic has received another
shipment of H1N1 vaccines.
You may walk in or make an
appointment. Clinic hours are
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday and from
8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday. The vaccine is free for
students; $5 for employees. For
appointments or more information,
call 882-3896.
Drumline members wanted
UTB/TSC’s Drumline meets
from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday. For more information,
call Percussion Studies Director
Tom Nevill at 882-8274 or send
him an e-mail at tom.nevill@utb.
edu.
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like your
organization or department news
published in The Collegian’s
Briefs section, call Cleiri Quezada
at 882-5143 or send her an e-mail
at collegian@utb.edu.

man, and the female left the area in
her vehicle.
At 10:30 a.m. Jan. 27, a staff
member reported four wireless
routers missing from a secure
locker in Rusteberg Hall.
At 3:15 p.m. the same day, a staff
member turned in a silver key and
two pennies found in the first-floor
women’s restroom in Tandy Hall.
• Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

At 5:08 p.m. the same day, two juveniles under age 12 were
fighting in Lincoln Park. There were no visible injuries on either
of the juveniles. Campus Police escorted them to their houses and
released them into custody of their parents.
At 10 a.m. Jan. 28, a faculty member reported an asbestos glove
missing from the Science and Engineering Technology Building.
At noon the same day, a student reported being harassed, but did
not want to file charges. Campus Police advised her to contact them
in case she has any problems or decides to press charges.
At 12:10 p.m. the same day, a student was informed by the
Business Office that her $100 bill was counterfeit. The student then
advised Campus Police. The officer proceeded to contact the U.S.
Secret Service, which verified that the bill was counterfeit.
At 12:30 p.m. the same day, a staff member reported someone
attempting to break into his Chevrolet Trailblazer. He observed the
suspect flee the scene and enter a vehicle when the Trailblazer’s
alarm went off. Campus Police proceeded to conduct a traffic stop
and arrested the suspect. He was released to the U.S. Border Patrol.
At 3:17 p.m. the same day, a baseball player was accidentally
struck in the head with a baseball. Emergency Medical Services
was contacted and the player was transported to the Valley Baptist
Medical Center.
At 7:40 a.m. Jan. 29, a staff member’s Volkswagen Jetta was
scratched on the right front quarter and right passenger side.
At 8:04 a.m. the same day, a student lost her iPod. She believes she
dropped it as she exited her vehicle in Lot V.
At 8:45 a.m. the same day, a Mitsubishi Eclipse and a Nissan
Frontier collided in Lot T. The damage was estimated at $800.
At 5:18 p.m. the same day, a Nissan Pathfinder collided with a
pedestrian at the Guerra Early Childhood Center. The pedestrian
stated that she was not injured and refused Emergency Medical
Services.
At 7:30 p.m. the same day, a woman noticed her Lone Star card
was missing from her purse. She said the only time she had left
her purse unattended was in Tandy Hall, but when she realized she
left her purse behind she went back for it. It was still in its original
location. She called to cancel the Lone Star card.
At 1:30 p.m. Jan. 31, a Campus Police officer noticed damage to
the front spoiler on the driver’s side of one of the golf carts.
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
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Members of the UTB/TSC Kinesiology Club include (front row, from left) Vice President Felipe Montalvo, Secretary Karina Salinas, Treasurer
Beatriz Villarreal, Historian Esmeralda Flores and President Juan Garza. Second row: Zeilha Garcia, Veronica Lopez, Roxana Ramos, Alicia
Cisneros and Monica Guitron. Third row: Nora Lopez, Leo Mendiola, Pablo Sanchez, Jerry Borgogni and Albert Zamora.

Name: UTB/TSC Kinesiology
Club
Purpose: To promote physical
fitness and healthy, active
lifestyles.
Established: 2001
President: Juan Garza
Vice President: Felipe Montalvo
Secretary: Karina Salinas
Treasurer: Beatriz Villarreal
Historian: Esmeralda Flores
Sponsors: Health and Human

Performance Department
Past Events: Down by the Border,
Special Olympics, Buddy Fun
Meet, South Texas Challenge, car
wash fundraiser, San Benito Turkey
Trot and garage sale fundraiser.
Awards: First place in kayaking in
the South Texas Challenge.
Community
Service:
Good
Neighbor Settlement House and
Caring Palms Nursing Home.
Meetings: 3 p.m. Thursdays in

REK 1.510.
Requirements: UTB/TSC student
with at least a 2.5 grade-point
average.
Dues: $10 per semester.
For more information: Send an
e-mail to Garza at garza_jj22@
yahoo.com or visit the club’s
MySpace page at myspace.com/
utbkinesclub.
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez
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Going, going , gone!
Scorpions run away with series after 4-0 demolition of the University of Houston-Victoria
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor
That’s more like it! The UTB/TSC Baseball Team started
to show glimpses of just what they are capable of with a 40 series victory over the University of Houston-Victoria on
Feb. 6 and 7. Game wins of 8-2, 13-0, 5-3 and an overtime
8-6 in the final game gave the Scorpions their first RRAC
Conference win of 2010 and was coupled by their most
complete performance to date.
The dramatic overtime home run was the headline grabber

and change-up were really good and being able to pick up a
win and a save was a good way to start the season.”
Asked about the injury itself, Chapman seemed positive.
“My elbow held up real well. I was able to do what I
wanted with my pitches without any pain, which has given
me a lot of confidence for the rest of the year,” he said.
The second game was an improvement on the first with
the Scorpions taking the game 13-0 with Warner, Jorge
Camorlinga and Nick Loftus all taking three runs each,
while the pitching team only allowed five hits through the
five-inning match.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Scorpion outfielder Matt Warner hits a home run in the bottom of the extra eighth inning Feb. 7 during the last game of the series against the University
of Houston-Victoria at Scorpion Field.

from the series, but the Scorpion performance was much
more than one spectacular solo contribution.
Speaking about this past series win, left-fielder and homerun hero Matt Warner summed up the all-for-one and onefor-all attitude of the Scorpions.
“It’s not just a one-man game,” Warner said. “My
teammates are picking me up big time and we’re all picking
each other up in this series. It was a great way [to end the
series]. There was a lot of intensity this weekend, and it was
good to come up with a weekend sweep.”
Warner’s modesty in taking any credit for his fine solo
hit, which secured the final fourth game for the Scorpions,
shows what this team is all about. While on the field they are
ruthless and unforgiving with their opponents, off it they are
grouped together with a team unity that could be an integral
part in making this team great.
The tone was set straight from the off in the first game
of the series, where the Scorpions were unlucky to find
themselves going into the third inning down 2-0 to the
Panthers. It would have been easy for the team to fold and
become demoralized, especially after the pattern of play
against Wayland Baptist two weeks earlier, but the Scorpions
fought back, not conceding any other runs and notching up
eight of their own.
The first game of the series also saw the long-awaited
debut of pitcher Kevin Chapman, who had been suffering
from an elbow injury.
“It feels amazing to be playing again after such a long
injury,” Chapman said. “Being able to get back on the mound
and contribute to the team is a great feeling. I felt pretty good
with how I threw against UH-V. I felt like my breaking balls

On Feb. 7, the Scorpions started up right where they had
left off the previous day with another efficient performance
in the third game, a 5-3 victory. The game was notable for
another debutant pitcher, freshman John Bustamante, who
got his chance on the mound, and did well, striking out
five.
A major strength for the Scorpions in this series was their
ability to take advantage of sloppy play and mistakes made
by their opponents. The fielding of theScorpions, led by
senior shortstop Walter Blume III, was especially efficient,
concise and faultless throughout the series with only one
error, which came in the first game.
“I don’t think we committed any errors,” said Head Coach
Bryan Aughney. “We’re playing good defensively. We’re
pitching it well; we’ve still got to get better pitchingwise.
We’re starting to swing it and, hopefully, we can keep this
rolling. If you eliminate your mistakes, it gives you a chance
to win every game.”
The major talking point of the weekend occurred in the
final game of the series. The game took the pattern of the
previous three, with the Scorpions gaining the upper hand;
however, the Panthers took an unexpected lead in the
seventh inning to put the Scorpions’ series sweep aspirations
under series pressure. Lady luck played a big helping hand
in getting the Scorpions level with a ball hitting second
base and bouncing away from any Panther players to give
the Scorpions a lifeline, when one or even two outs looked
certain. This passage of play then allowed the Scorpions to
level up the tie and take the game into overtime.
With the Scorpions taking three quick outs, the onus was
on the team to deliver a fourth victory in the series and with

Spring 2010
Intramural Sports

Registration for the men’s, women’s and co-rec racquetball tournament ends Wednesday,
with play due to begin Friday at the REK Center.
Registration for the men’s, women’s and co-rec soccer league begins on Friday and
ends March 3, with play starting March 8.

one clean swing of his bat, Warner put the ball, and his team,
firmly out of sight.
The Scorpion celebrations at the end were justified after
their hard work over the two days of play and Aughney was
delighted with his squad.
“It’s never as easy as it looks,” he said. “The first three
games we played well, [the fourth] one we started off with a
bang but got complacent mentally and we were tired. We’ve
had two weeks off and you can’t substitute game day, so we
were tired, but I was real happy the way we competed.”
Speaking about the next four-game series against the
University of Houston-Victoria, which was held Saturday
and Sunday, Aughney was keen to stress that it is only halftime.
“We’ve got to come out [next week] and be mentally
strong, ready to go,” he said. “It’s tough to beat teams
several times in a row, so it comes down to mentality. It
will be a good test for us mentally to see if we can put it
together upstairs. They know our hitters’ weaknesses, we
know their weaknesses. It’s about executing that pitch and
hitting wisely. If they make a mistake, you got to make them
pay for it.”
Chapman was also in agreement with his coach about the
Scorpions’ chances in the second half of the series. (Results
were not available at press time.)
“I feel like the team has a lot of swagger and confidence
right now,” he said. “It is always hard to get a four-game
sweep, let alone two weekends in a row, but I know the team
is going to give it its all to go and make it 8 and 0.”
Both player and coach were quick to praise Warner for his
contribution.
“It was a great way to end the series,” Aughney said. “I’ve
been waiting for one of our guys to pop one. Everyone loves
home runs and it was a great way to end the weekend.”
Chapman said, “Me and Matt have played together since
we were 10 years old all the way through high school. It is
nice to have a guy who you have been through big games
with so many times on your team. Me and Matt both have
a lot of faith in each other to step up and get the job done in
the biggest situations.”

Scorpion pitcher Kevin Chapman pitches at the top of the eighth inning
Feb. 7 against the University of Houston-Victoria at Scorpion Field.

SOUTH PADRE GOLF TOURNAMENT

The UTB/TSC men’s and women’s golf teams get their season started again at the
Sen. Eddie Lucio Invitational on Feb. 22 at the South Padre Island Golf Club in Laguna
Vista.
After a long winter break, the Scorpions will get back into the swing of things at the
tournament. Speaking ahead of the tournament, Head Coach Bob Lucio was excited.
“We have a great schedule [in the spring],” Lucio said. “We’re hosting our own tournament, which has never happened before. We’re really looking forward to that as we’ve
never been able to play on our own turf.”
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Drummer Boy marches on

Molina defeats Greeley to extend undefeated streak to 13 fights
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor

Eric “Drummer Boy” Molina, a 27-yearold kinesiology major at UTB/TSC, won a
unanimous points victory against Andrew
Greeley Feb. 6 in front of a packed McAllen
Convention Center.
Molina, who normally competes as a
cruiserweight, was forced to step up to
heavyweight to fight Greeley and started slowly
against the 250-pounder. He tried to use his jab
and superior reach to his advantage to keep the
hard-hitting shots of Greeley at bay but never

Greeley started to deteriorate and Molina took
advantage, using his physical prowess to take
full control of the bout.
The crowd in McAllen could sense blood,
and so too it seemed could Molina, as in the
sixth and final round of the night, he flung
great body shot after great body shot to take the
wind out of his opponent. Molina was after the
knockout and at one point it seemed he would
get it when another series of great combos led to
the opportunity for Molina to unleash a wicked
left hook that had his opponent staggering for
the ropes. Greeley stayed on his feet, though,
and caught his second wind, throwing a series

Eric Molina (left) delivers a decisive body shot into the stomach of Greeley

really got going as Greeley came at him with
some heavy hits.
“Usually I start slow, most of the time I start
slow,” Molina said after the fight. “Then I pick it
up, once I get going and I get loose a little bit, I
feel I perform better.”
This proved to be the case, as it was in the
third round where Molina started to spring
to life, throwing some heavy hits of his own
and landing some great combination and
counterpunches. The fourth round was a bit
more subdued, with both fighters and the crowd
in McAllen getting frustrated as the ref kept on
breaking up the flow of the fight. It was around
this time, though, that Molina, who was fighting
at 211 pounds, started to take the upper hand in
the fight, as his superior fitness began to show,
with Greeley struggling to match Molina’s
tempo.
The fifth round started with both men staying
on the defensive, but Molina soon started to
open up his opponent with a classy array of
combos. As these punches started to take effect,
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of haymakers at Molina to try and turn the
fight. This was to no avail, though, as Molina
forced one miss after another from Greeley with
some nice dodging and grew stronger and more
dominant, it seemed, as the fight progressed. At
the end of the fight, there was no doubt which
fighter would come out on top, and sure enough
Molina had his arm raised at the end to give him
a career record of 13-1-0.
“Right off the bat we had a game plan against
Greeley,” Molina said. “He had been in [the
ring] with five heavyweight champions that
have fought for world titles; Kevin Johnson,
Chris Arreola, Travis Walker, etc. He’s been in
with a lot of big names and gone the distance,
so I knew the guy was a really good fighter
and could take some hard shots. I’m not even
a heavyweight, I fight cruiserweight, so coming
in I knew I was going to have my hands full. I
just stuck to the game plan and tried to wear him
down slowly. I knew he was going to try and
throw his weight around and I knew he had a bit
more of a weight advantage but we stuck to the

Molina recieves some treatment between rounds of a grueling bout.

game plan and everything worked out good.”
Asked if he would now stay at heavyweight,
Molina was certain this was just a one-off.
“No way,” he said. “I’m not saying the guys
are too tough or anything, but I make 199
[pounds] very easy and I feel that with any
199-pounder in the world, I can get in there and
compete and that’s the ultimate goal; I want to
get in the ring with some of the best at 199 and,
ultimately, bring a world title back to the Rio
Grande Valley.
“Fighting at a 199-pound-weight class, it’s
hard to find opponents because there’s not too
many of them about. It was one of those things
where I was faced with the possibility of fighting
him or not fighting at all. We thought about it,
me and my team, and I got to stay busy; I got to
fight in order to get better. So, we took the fight
and it definitely wasn’t an easy fight, so it was a
good experience.”
One person who wasn’t happy with Molina’s
step up to heavyweight was Homero “El Oso”
Fonseca, the current Texas state heavyweight
champion, who called Molina out at the end of
the fight, while he was signing autographs for
fans, in a scene more fitting of a “Rocky” film
than a professional bout.
Asked about the incident, Molina was quick
to laugh it off.
“[Fonseca has] wanted to fight me for a long
time,” he said. “But, like I told him and the
people around him, he’s not in charge of my
career. He needs to worry about his own career.
I’m worried about mine and who I need to fight.
I have two titles right now: I’m ranked No. 28
in the world by the WBC, that’s at 199 pounds.
I’m the Latino champion, I’m a Texas state
champion, and I’m ranked No. 7 in the USA at
199 pounds.
“Fighting heavyweights doesn’t get me
anywhere. I could go fight [Fonseca], but it’s not
going to get my ranking better, it’s not going to
get me anywhere; it’s not going to get me better.
I told him if he comes down to 199 pounds I
would be more than glad to fight him. He’s 5’8”,

now [boxing], this is a big part of my life and
my career. I travel different places, I’ve sparred
with different champions, and I’ve gotten into
the ring with world champions at heavyweight
to spar and learned a lot. My confidence has
grown more and I think if we do a rematch one
day, it will be a different fight.”
After such a demoralizing result against
Jordan it would be hard not to give up and walk
away from the sport altogether, and Molina
admitted thoughts of quitting did cross his mind
at that point in his career.
“I was coming back from Las Vegas that day
0 and 1, not knowing where I was going to go, if
I was going to quit,” he said. “Now, three years
later, I have 13 wins, I’m world ranked, and I’m
making a name for myself. Not many fighters
could do that and it’s just one of those things
where I never gave up and even today, I am
going to find a way to win no matter what.”
Molina believes this loss really served as a
motivation for future fights and is bullish that it
will serve him well in his career.
“I first started boxing when I was 21 or 22
years old,” he said. “I didn’t know anything
about boxing, only from what I saw from the big
fights. Underdogs have always inspired me in
any sport. I would always want the underdog to
come out on top and, in a big sense, I look at my
story as me being the underdog. I didn’t grow
up doing this, I’ve always had the odds against
me. I started with a loss, I started as a joke, I
started as the one who wasn’t supposed to do
anything and I’m doing it and I feel like every
fight and my whole career in general it’s the
underdog story. I’m not supposed to be where
I’m at. All the other fighters in my division grew
up fighting, with amateur experience, ranked in
the world, Olympians and these are some of the
guys I’m going to face in the future and I know
I will be the underdog.”
Although Molina is ranked 28th in the world
by the WBC, he is keen not to be there for much
longer.
“The last belt that I won in October was the

Molina (right) and Greeley square off at a packed McAllen Convention Center Feb. 6

I’m 6’5”, so if I can make 199 pounds there’s
no reason, there’s no excuses why he can’t. I’ve
even told him before if he can even make it to
215-220 [pounds], I will fight you there. I’m not
interested in fighting guys at 275 [pounds].”
After the Feb. 6 bout, Molina has only one
blemish on his record, his debut fight against
Ashanti Jordan three years ago. Asked how he
has improved since then, Molina was pragmatic
in his response and confident if there was a
future rematch with Jordan things would turn
out differently.
“I prepare better,” he said after pausing for a
moment. “That first fight I didn’t prepare at all.
It was Golden Boy [Promotions], with [Oscar]
De La Hoya, and Golden Boy can pretty much
make anything happen and they made it happen
for me to go over there [to Las Vegas]. It wasn’t
one of the dumbest things I’ve done; it started
my career, and they got me licensed. I went over
there with Ashanti Jordan and I knew about
99 percent when I got into the ring that I was
going to lose that fight and I did; it wasn’t even
competitive. But I guarantee now it would be
a different fight. I was just a guy hitting a bag
in my backyard back then. I was training but
not correctly. I had never sparred and stuff. But

Latino belt and that got me ranked 28th,” he
said. “In order to be in the top 15, where I should
be, I have to defend that belt, which would be
a 12-round fight. We’re looking at fighting an
undefeated fighter, I think he’s 9-0, and we’re
looking to fight him in April. We’re pushing to
make that fight in Harlingen. Nothing is set in
stone yet but we’re looking at around that time.
It would be a pretty big fight and the winner of
that would get a top 15 spot in the WBC.”
Molina points out that, even with two belts
in his possession, there is something more
important that he’s waiting to get his hands on.
“School is one thing that is more important
to me than anything else, even boxing, because
anything could happen at any time in the ring,”
he said. “[A degree] is one thing I have always
wanted. I started it seven years ago and I started
it slow. But this last semester, I did 18 hours and
this year I’m doing 18 hours. It’s definitely one
thing I’m ready to finish and put under my belt.
I got two belts … but I don’t think either one can
match up to graduating and getting my degree
here from Brownsville. Eighteen hours is a lot,
but I’m really cramming everything in, this
should be my last semester. In five years’ time I
hope to have my own classroom, teaching and a
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